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CONSTITUTION and MEMORANDUM of ASSOCIATION

1.  The NAME of the organisation shall be the “Valais Blacknose Sheep Society UK”, (hereafter called “the Society”)

2.  The OBJECTS of the Society shall be to promote the science and practice of agriculture by encouraging and promoting Valais Blacknose sheep (hereafter called “Blacknose”) by pedigree breeding, promotion and management, and by encouraging their use, appreciation, well-being and protection in the UK. (Blacknose include sheep known as “walliser schwartznasen schafe” in their country of origin or elsewhere)

3.  POWERS In furtherance of these objects, but not otherwise, the Society shall have the following powers:


To support and promote the flock book for registration of pedigree Valais Blacknose Sheep in the UK.
To define the correct characteristics of Blacknose, and aim to ensure that all animals meet these requirements in registration procedures, shows, sales and breed promotions.

To promote and encourage the keeping of Valais Blacknose in the UK by means of shows, sales, exhibitions, advertisement, publicity materials or any other appropriate means.

To provide help, advice and support to members, and to collect and disseminate information by any means beneficial to the Society or its members.

To promote meetings of members to exchange ideas and information.

To cooperate with or affiliate to any organisation in furtherance of the Society’s objects.
4.  MEMBERSHIP CLAUSE of the Society shall be open to any person owning Valais Blacknose.  Individual, joint or corporate members are entitled to a single vote. (i.e. One Member One Vote). Associate Members are not entitled to a vote. 
5.  SUBSCRIPTIONS are payable annually in advance Payment date to be agreed at society meeting along with membership fees.  The amount to be paid is decided at the Annual General Meeting before the beginning of the subscription year.  Members who have not paid their subscriptions by 1st April will cease to receive the benefits of membership, and may be considered to have resigned.

6.  An ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (“AGM”) will be held in each calendar year with not more than a 15 month interval between them, at which the Management Committee shall report on its work during the previous year, and present accounts.  The AGM will elect the officers and members of the Management Committee, and an independent accountant.  Members will have the opportunity to discuss all matters relevant to the objects of the Society, and to address the meeting in writing if unable to attend.  Notice of the date, time and place of the AGM will be sent to members at least 3 weeks beforehand.

7.  MANAGEMENT Subject to the overall direction of general meetings of members, the management of the Society’s affairs shall be conducted by a Management Committee (“the Committee”) consisting of the three Founding Directors, , Treasurer and Secretary (“the officers”) and up to 5 other members, one third of these members to retire annually in rotation but be eligible for re-election at the AGM.  The officers shall retire annually but may be re-elected.  They shall be full voting members of the Committee provided they are unpaid.  A quorum for a committee meeting is half the membership of the committee.  The Committee may appoint sub-committees, co-opt additional members, and appoint officers in the event of a vacancy occurring before an AGM.

8.  NOMINATIONS for election as officers and Committee members may be communicated to the Secretary, with the agreement of the nominee, before the AGM, or made at the meeting.

9.  A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING may be convened by the Committee, or by the Secretary at the request of not less than one-fifth of the membership, provided at least 3 weeks notice is given of the date, time and place of the meeting.  The notice shall state the names of the members requesting the meeting together with a summary of the reasons why it is being called.

10.  ALTERATIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION shall receive the assent of a two-thirds majority of members present and voting at an AGM or Special General Meeting.  At least three weeks notice of any proposed change must be given to members, including the text of the proposed alteration.

11 DISSOLUTION The Society may be dissolved by a resolution passed by a two-thirds majority of those members present and voting at a Special General meeting convened for the purpose, of which at least 3 weeks notice shall have been given to members.  Assets of the Society remaining after the discharge of due debts shall be transferred to a charitable organisation, to be identified by a majority vote of the outgoing Committee, having some or all of the objects of the Society, or if this cannot be effected, to some other charitable purpose.
12 BREED STANDARD
The Valais Blacknose Sheep owe their name to their beautiful black Roman noses. 
The black colouring extends up the face to the eyes and surrounds them.  
The ears are totally black and there are black markings on the fronts of the knees and on the hocks. The lower legs are short black booted. The ewes have a black patch directly below their tails. Typically both rams and ewes of the Blacknose Sheep have spiral-shaped horns; the rams’ are massive and curved, the ewes’ horns tend to be straighter.  
An important feature is the wool, which should be of similar length and thickness all over the animal’s body, head and legs.

Overall appearance
The Valais Blacknose Sheep is a mountain sheep breed which has equal wool distribution all over its body.  The impressive horns and distinct markings give it its unique appearance.  The Valais Blacknose Sheep has a harmonious, robust and large-framed body. 
 

Colour Features 
Nose to the centre of the head is black

Black eye rims, both sides connected to the Nose

Black ears to the head

Ankles black with black spots on front and back of the knees

Ewes have black spot under their tail but it must not be too large and must be interrupted by the white tail.

The rams have no tail spots.

 

Head and Neck 
Short, dressed head

Wide mouth, broad forehead and Roman nose

Ears Medium

Short, well-muscled neck

Rams pronounced head shape

 

Horns

Spiral forming in the horizontal direction of the back equal gap

Occasional black stripes are tolerated

Width chest, shoulder
Wide and deep chest

Shoulder close fitting
Good spring of ribs

 

Back
Long straight and well developed loin
Height within two years
Ewes 72-78cm

Rams 75-83 cm

 

Weight within two years

Ewes 70- 90kg

Rams 80 -125kg

 

Legs 
 
Short well placed

Straight between the joints with plenty of bone

Well wooled

Wide-legged position of the front legs

Spacious surefooted

Average ankle angulations

Solid bone structure

 
Wool
 
Fineness 5-4 (Swiss grading)

Staple length 10cm with a good crimp

Balanced fleece

Sheep should be evenly covered with a coat of long curly wool, of good quality and free from kemp or hair. 

 

  The breed standards above have been provided by the Valais Blacknose Sheep Society, Switzerland (OBERWALLISER SCHWARZNASEN SCHAFZUCHTVERBAND).
13 FLOCK BOOK REGISTER will be used to record and maintain the registration of the pedigrees of male and female Valais Blacknose sheep owned by members of the Society.  A certificate of registration will be issued to the new owner for each animal accepted.  Grassroots will maintain data as provided by society members.  Grassroots Registration fees will be communicated via the Society website. 
To qualify for entry in the main section of the book of its breed a pure-bred breeding sheep must:

Be descended from parents and grandparents entered in the flock book of the same breed.
Be identified after birth according to the rules of the book.

Have a pedigree established in accordance with the rules of the book

14.  IDENTIFICATION Sheep put forward for registration must be uniquely identifiable by a method to be decided at an AGM or other general meeting of members and in accordance with UK law.  
15. NON-PROFIT. This society is a Not for Profit any profits will be re-absorbed into the running of the Society. 
16. Complaints In order to comply with the commission Decision 90/254/EEC the Blacknose Sheep Society declares that there will be no discrimination between members.
